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LA R ell.
(Lr. !\fELEZE. Fr.)

Natural Order, CONIFERJE. Linnrean Classification,
MONOECIA MONANDRIA.

LARIX.· (TouRNEFoRT.)

'rhe plants of this genus difJ'er from tho Pines and Firs in having decilluoll~

clusterell leaves. Anthers opening longitudinally. Bractes coloured
and pcrsistent. The cones are erect, with the scales excavated at the
base and persistent.

Dceilluous leaved trees with globular prolifcrous bulls, usually of large
dimensions, natives of the mountainous regions of Europe, the west of
Asia and of North America; highly valued for the great durability of their
timber.

WESTERN LARCH TREE.

LARIX OCCIDE:'iTALIS, foUis rigidis utrinquc bicanaliculatis, strobilis
ovatis 'flzajusculis, braetcolis sublanceolatis intcgris longissime foliaeco.
acmninatis squarrosis.

"" Supposed to be from the Celtic lar, fat, in allusion to the abundance
of resin which it afJ'ords.



WESn:llN I.AItCII TREE.

WF: met with this, apparently distinct ~pccies of Larch,
in the coves of the Hocky Mountnins on tho western slopo
townrds tho Oregon. It resembles tho Europenn Larch,
bnt tho leaves aro shorter, thicl'er, nnd qnite rigid, so as
to bo Jlungent at tho points, and the leaves IJn\'ing n doublo
channel nbove alld bellcath, are, though flat, ill part tetra­
gonnl, the centrnl rill benenth is very wic.1e nnd obtuse,
they are al~o shining. The longest lenI' is scnrccly an inch.
The COile, (not perfect,) in a young stnte, hns 110 vestigo
of pubescence, nlld tho brllctes with their leafy points IIro
half all inch long, ovate-Ianceolate, a Iittlo torn on tho
upper edge!!, tho centre is cnrried out into a truo rigid
channelled nnd pungent green leaf. It nppears allied to L.
pcndula, llUt the leaves arc twico as thick. The quality of
its wood, or any thing concerning its economy we had no
opportunity to Icarn; that of the small coned American
Larch (L(lri.~ mi;:rocarpa), is so ponderous, that it will
scarcely swim in wuter.

The Europenn Larch (Larix Europaa), thrives well in
tho northern pnrts of the Union, particularly round Doston,
and is at once extremely lIseful and ornamental. In suit­
able situations the timber arrives at perfection in 40 years,
or in about hnlf the time as thnt of the Scotch Pine, and it
is found to grow best in poor sandy and rocky soils where
scarcely any thing else will survive. When fully grown it
attains the height of from 60 to 130 feet. Its durability,
exposed either to the action of the air or water, is without
any parallel. The wood is also of a beautiful yellowish­
white colour, sometimes inclining to brown, very hard,
capable of receiving a degree of polish equal to any wood
yet known, and much superior in this respect to that of
the finest mnhogany. The log.cottages constructed of the
squared trunks of larch, in the valleys and other parts of
Switzerland, last for centuries without alteration; it is also
used for shingles to cover the roofs of the houses and for



WERTEnN r.hnen TnF.F..

Brnnch of the nnturlll si~e with the cone. a. 'rhe leaf. b. The ufIlcte
or the cone.

PLATE CXX.

vine props. For tho laUer purpose it is fonnd the /I1ost
durahle of all kinds of wooll; the \"ino rrops lIlade of it arll
never taken up, they remain fix d for nn ir.llefinite succes­
sion of yenrs, and sec crop after crop of the vines !lpring
up, beor their fruit nlld perislJ lit their feet, without show­
ing ony symptoms of decrly. In 1II08t coses, tho proprie­
tors of the vinynrds are perfectly ignorullt of the epoch
when these props wero first placed there; thoy received
them in their prellent stale frolll their filthers, nnd in the salllo
stato they will trnnsmit thelll to their sons. Props mado
of the Silver Fil', and used for tho same purpose, wou(ll
not last moro than 10 yenrs. Tho wood of tho Larch,
according to Hartig, weighs 681b. 130z. per cubic foot,
when green, nnd 3nlb. Goz. when dry, nnd it is snid to last
four tillles longer thon tlmt of ony other tree of tho Abie­
timn.

Vcnico Tllrpentine is one of its products, for which tho
trunk is topped; nnd n full grown larch will yield annually
7 or 8 pounds for 40 or 50 years in succeslliou.

The bark is ulilo used for tanlling, ami considered equal
to thnt of the birch, which is used for that purpose in Russia
nnd Sweden.

'fhe fino groin of the larch wood, as well ns its dnrability
nnd stability have long recolllllleluled it to painters for
their palettes, and for painting pallels; and nccordillg to
}lliny it was employed for this purpose by the ancionts; and
Evelyn remarks, thut several of the paintings of Raphael
nrc on lurch wood.
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