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LARCIL

{Le Mouezs, Fr)

Nuotural Order, Conirens. Lineeon Clossifeation,
Moxoscia Moxaxema.

LARIX.* (Tovnseront.)

Tho plants of thin genes difler rom the Fines and Fimin having deciduoe
clmicred lesves,  Amhom opening longlhedinslly, Bracies eolonnd
and porsmicnl.  The cones ame erecl, wilk the smies excavubel ai the
{mse anid peesisies,

Dieeiduous lenved trees with plobubar proliferous buds, usunlly of Inrge
dimensions, natives of the  mouninisoss Jrgi:-l ol Eurq!. thin wess o
Asls aid of Nomh America i highly valied for the grot dorslslity of tleir
limbar,

WESTERN LARCH TREE.
LARIX vcornesrratm, foliis rigidis wmirimgue dfcamalicrdafis, sfroliliy
oratly majassilis, boadly sllsooln drege onpiomine s
MMMl AFRArnGaL. i

* Bupposed o bo from the Celtic far, G, in allusion be the sbundanes
ol resin which il affords,
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We met witl this, apparently distinct species of Larch,
in the coves of the Rocky Mountnine on the western slope
townrids the Oregon. It resembles ihe European Lanch,
bt the leaves are shorter, thicker, aml quite rigid, so as
to be pungent ot the points, and the leaves having a doubla
channel nbove and bepeatly, are, though flut, in part tetma-
gonal, the central rib benonth b= very wide and obtase,
they nre also shining. “The longest leaf is senrcely an inch,
The coney {not perfect,) in o young stole, lins no vostizoe
of pubescence, and the bmetes with their lenfy points wre
lalf an inch long, ovate-lunccolate, n little torm on the
upper eidges, the centre ie corricd oot o o tree rigid
channellod nnd pungont green leaf. It nppenrs allicd to L.
penadinda, but the lenves aro twico ns thick. The quality of
its wooil, or any thing coneerning its cconomy we had no
opportunity to learn; that of the snall conod American
Larch (Larix mizrocorpa), is 8o ponderous, that it will
scarcely swim in water,

The European Larch (Lariz Escrgpern), thrives well in
tho northern parts of the Union, particularly round Doston,
ani i3 at once extremely nsefil nnd ormomental.  In swit-
able situntions the timbor arrives at perfoction in 40 years,
or in nboat holf the time os that of the Scotch Pine, and it
iz found to grow best in poor sandy ond rocky =oils whoro
scarcely any thing else will survive,  When fully grown it
attning tho height of from G0 10 130 feet.  Its dorability,
axposed cither to the netion of the nir or water, is without
noy parallel. The wood is also of o beautiful yellowish-
white eolour, somotimes inclining to brown, vory hard,
cnpablo of receiving a degree of polish equal to rny wooil
yet known, and much superior in this respect 1o that of
the finest mahogany. The log cottages constructed of the
squared trunks of larch, in the valleys and other parts of
Switzerland, Inst for centuries without alteration; it is nlso
used for shingles to covor the roofs of the houses and for
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vine props,  For the latter purpose it is foand the most
durablo of nll kinds of woml § the vine props mde of it aee
nover tnken up, they remain fised for an (mlefinite sucees-
sion ol years, nnd soe ceop aftor erop of the vines spring
up, benr their fruit and perish ot their feot, without show-
ing nny symptoms of decny. In most cases, the proprics
tors of the vinyards are perfectly ignomnt of the epoch
when theso props were first placed there; they roceived
thess in wir presont state from their futhers, nod in the sanwe
state they will tmnsmit them to their sons.  P'rops mado
of the Silver Fir, and used for the sume purpose, would
not Inst more than 10 years, The wood of tho Larch,
acconding to Hortig, weighs 680 130z per cubic foor,
when greon, and 3iilb, Goz, whon dry, nod it is =nid to lnet
four tisses longer than that of any other tree of the Abice
tinm,

Venice Tarpentine is one of its products, for which tho
trunk is topped ; and o full grown Inech will yicld annually
T or 8 pouds for 40 or 30 years in succession,

Tl bark is nlso used for tnning, and considered equal
10 that of the birch, which is used for that purpose in Rossin
and Swoden,

The fino groin of tho larch wond, as well ns its durnbility
nod stabality have long reconsmemded it to paistors for
their palottes, and (or painting panels ; and nceonling 1o
Pliny it was employed for this purposo by tho ancients; anl
Evolyn remorks, that severnl of the paintings of Replacl
nre on larch wool,

Prate CXX,

Bmach of the poberal sio with 1o eome. @ The Jaall & The Lracte
gl the come.





